
Dear Rio Grande Compact Commissioners,  
 
The Rio Grande is the lifeblood of the desert Southwest, yet its management reflects only a 
small fraction of the river's value to both people and ecosystems throughout the Basin. The Rio 
Grande Compact and this Commission were created "for the purpose of effecting an equitable 
apportionment of such waters" between states. This purpose of "equitable" allocation, 
however, is not being carried out. It is time for a change.  
 
As you should be aware, scientists predict severe climate-induced flow declines in the Rio 
Grande by the end of the century. However, these flow reductions (25 percent in Colorado, 35 
percent in the middle valley of central New Mexico, and over 50 percent in southern New 
Mexico and Texas) will not be distributed across the Basin equally given the operation of the 
Rio Grande Compact. While these reduced flows threaten the entire river and its communities, 
disproportionate harm will come to those in southern New Mexico and West Texas where the 
Rio Grande as a river has been completely sacrificed and remains dry the majority of the year. 
This is not equity. 
 
The Compact was negotiated nearly 100 years ago based on hydrology and climate conditions 
that do not exist today and are not predicted to exist in the future. Further, over the past 
century, values and economies have changed. Thus, it is past time to rethink how we manage 
the Rio Grande, learn to live within the river's means, and right the historic injustices to the 
river itself. 
 
I write today to express my deep concern that you are not taking seriously the climate, 
biodiversity, and water crises in the Basin. The Commission's business-as-usual approach to 
water allocation between the states and lack of any comprehensive plan to address the crises 
before us is disappointing. I ask that you and your respective states re-evaluate your role, as 
administrators of a nearly century-old agreement, in ensuring the equitable sharing of this 
precious artery of life and ensure the sustainability of the Rio Grande's communities and 
ecosystems for present and future generations. This will require a new approach to water 
management including renegotiation of, or the addition of, significant flexibilities to the Rio 
Grande Compact.  
 
The current management structure does not allow for the adaptive operational changes that 
will become increasingly more urgent as climate change progresses. The human communities 
that depend on the river for municipal, irrigation, and traditional uses and the wildlife and plant 
communities that have evolved with this dynamic river deserve better. The need is urgent to 
ensure that the Rio Grande, so vital to the desert Southwest, survives and thrives as a living 
river for this and future generations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 


