
 

 
 

FIGHTING FOR SURVIVAL 
The Mexican Wolf 
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A SECOND EXTINCTION? 
 

A subspecies of the gray wolf, the Mexican Gray Wolf (or “Lobo”) appears headed toward extinction in the 
wild for the second time in history.  Due to persecution by livestock ranchers, and with the help of the 
federal government, the Mexican Wolf was killed off in the U.S. portion of its range by the 1970s. In 1976, 
the Mexican Wolf was listed under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. As a result, between 1977-1980, the 
last known remaining Mexican Wolves (four males and one pregnant female) were trapped from Mexico and 
became the basis for emergency breeding efforts. Shortly after these wolves were taken into captivity, the 
Lobo went extinct in the wild. Starting in 1998, Mexican wolves were reintroduced into the Blue Range Wolf 
Recovery Area, in western New Mexico and eastern Arizona. But this reintroduction effort has faltered due 
to wolf removals by the federal government and poaching.  
 

WILD WESTERN HABITAT 
 

The most important measure that can be taken to protect the Mexican Wolf from extinction is to remove 
livestock from a significant portion of the Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area. Livestock interests have been the 
most vocal and powerful opponents of bringing the Lobo back to the wild. The principal difference between 
Yellowstone, where wolf reintroduction has been a stellar success, and the Blue Range, is an extensive 
livestock-free area in Yellowstone National Park. Livestock removal would safeguard a multitude of 
endangered species including Chiricahua Leopard Frogs, the Southwestern Willow Flycatcher, and others. 
  

KNOW YOUR WOLF 
 

• Unique: the Mexican Wolf is the smallest and southernmost subspecies of gray wolf and the most 
genetically and taxonomically distinct. 

• Ecological Superstar: wolves play enormously important ecological roles by 
moving their ungulate prey out of streamside areas, which elk and deer 
can degrade if too sedentary. Wolf reintroduction into Yellowstone has 
caused stream ecosystems and biodiversity to flourish. 

 

CLIMATE CHAOS 
 

More extended droughts, caused by climate change, can reduce species Mexican 
Wolf need for food.   


