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Content Analysis Team* 
ATTN: Roadless State Petitions 
USDA Forest Service  
P.O. Box 221090  
Salt Lake City , UT 84122 
 
October 22, 2004 
 
Content Analysis Team: 
 
Please accept this letter as official public comment for the roadless area management state 
petition proposal [Docket Number: 04-16191]. 
 
Designating roadless areas in our national forests is an economically sound policy that saves 
taxpayers millions of dollars in road building and timber sale subsidies.  As professional 
economists, we urge the administration to reverse its decision to replace the Roadless Area 
Conservation Rule for the following reasons: 
 
1.  The administration’s proposal will increase public subsidies to private timber 
companies.  Opening 58.5 million roadless acres to subsidized road building will increase the 
amount of wasteful federal giveaways.  Private timber companies already receive tens of millions 
of dollars each year to build more forest roads at taxpayer expense, and use those roads to access 
timber purchased below market prices.  The Government Accountability Office (GAO), the 
investigative arm of Congress, estimates that the Forest Service timber program cost American 
taxpayers over $2 billion from 1992 to 1997.  The timber program continues to lose as much as 
$400 million each year, but the precise amount is unknown because the Forest Service lacks 
adequate record keeping. 
 
2.  We already have too many forest roads.  The U.S. Forest Service cannot adequately 
maintain all 430,000 miles of roads that already exist in our national forests.  A 2004 
administration review found that the Forest Service “has been unable to demonstrate that it can 
maintain its current infrastructure needs.”  Adding new roads, combined with chronically 
inadequate funding of the roads maintenance program, have together created a massive road 
maintenance backlog in our forests, which now exceeds $10 billion and continues to grow. 
 
3.  This plan does not solve the Forest Service’s accountability problems.  The Forest Service 
currently faces numerous fiscal and management problems.  The GAO has released several 
reports detailing the Forest Service’s failure to properly act as steward of the nation’s 192 
million acres of forests.  In 2003, the GAO concluded that the Forest Service has, “not been able 
to provide Congress and the public with a clear understanding of what its 30,000 employees 
accomplish with the approximately $5 billion it receives each year.”   
 
As citizens who understand the economic value of our national forests, we urge you not to 
implement this new rule.  The original roadless rule is of far greater benefit to federal taxpayers.  
Given the economic cost to taxpayers of additional road building, the losses incurred from the 
timber program, and the accountability problems of the Forest Service, changing the rule is ill-
advised.  Instead, the Forest Service and the administration should develop policies that will fix 
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existing financial and management problems with the current road-building and timbering 
programs. 
 
Sincerely,** 
 
Arizona: 
Robert Innes, University of Arizona 
 
California: 
Dennis J. Aigner, University of California-Santa Barbara 
Kenneth J. Arrow, Professor Emeritus, Stanford University***  
Peter Berck, University of California-Berkeley 
Vincent P. Crawford, University of California-San Diego 
Hossein Farzin, University of California-Davis 
Anthony Fisher, University of California-Berkeley 
Fred Foldvary, Santa Clara University 
Daniel Friedman, University of California-Santa Cruz 
Mason Gaffney, University of California-Riverside 
Theodore Groves, University of California-San Diego 
Steve Hackett, Humboldt State University 
Brent Haddad, University of California-Santa Cruz 
Larry Karp, University of California-Berkeley 
Charles D. Kolstad, University of California-Santa Barbara 
Stephan Kroll, California State University-Sacramento 
Ethan Ligon, University of California-Berkeley 
John M. Marshall, University of California-Santa Barbara 
Roger G. Noll, Stanford University 
Richard B. Norgaard, University of California-Berkeley 
Jeffrey M. Perloff, University of California-Berkeley 
Alan Richards, University of California-Santa Cruz 
Nancy Rose, California State University-San Bernardino 
Brian Wright, University of California-Berkeley 
 
Colorado: 
Brad Crowder, Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 
Graham A. Davis, Colorado School of Mines 
Phil Graves, University of Colorado 
John Loomis, Colorado State University 
John R. McKean, Professor Emeritus, Colorado State University 
Linda Stanley, Colorado State University 
 
Connecticut: 
Martin Shubik, Yale University 
 
Georgia: 
Ujjayant Chakravorty, Emory University 
John R. Swinton, Georgia College & State University 
 
Idaho: 
Chris Loucks, Boise State University 
Gundars Rudzitis, University of Idaho 
 
Kentucky: 
Thomas Creahan, Morehead State University 
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Maryland: 
Ted McConnell, University of Maryland 
 
Massachusetts: 
Frank Ackerman, Tufts University 
David A. Belsley, Boston College 
Stephen Coelen, University of Massachusetts 
Brynhildur Davidsdottir, Boston University 
Drew Fudenberg, Harvard University 
Michael Greenstone, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
John R. Harris, Boston University 
Arthur Lewbel  Boston College 
Bonnie L. Orcutt, Worcester State College 
Peter Temin, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Stephen Trimby  Worcester State College 
Thomas White, Assumption College 
 
Maine: 
John Fitzgerald, Bowdoin College 
Guillermo Herrera, Bowdoin College 
Robert J. McIntyre, Bowdoin College 
Clifford S. Russell, Vanderbilt University and Bowdoin College 
Tom Tietenberg, Colby College 
 
Michigan: 
Paul N. Courant, University of Michigan 
Michael R. Moore, University of Michigan 
Richard C. Porter, University of Michigan 
A. Allan Schmid, Michigan State University 
Barry Solomon, Michigan Technological University 

President, U.S. Society for Ecological Economists 
Richard Horan, Michigan State University 
John P. Tiemstra, Calvin College 
 
Minnesota: 
Fahima Aziz, Hamline University 
Edward Foster, University of Minnesota 
Daniel Kramer, St. Olaf College 
Herbert Mohring, Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota 
Rodney Smith, University of Minnesota 
 
Missouri: 
Tony Prato, University of Missouri-Columbia 
 
Montana: 
Richard Barrett, University of Montana 
Michael T. Garrity, Executive Director, Alliance for the Wild Rockies 
Thomas M. Power, University of Montana 
 
New Hampshire: 
Richard B. Howarth, Dartmouth College 
 
New Mexico: 
Kristine M. Grimsrud, University of New Mexico 
 
North Carolina: 
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Susan Kask, Warren Wilson College 
Barry Popkin University of North Carolina 
Christopher J. Ruhm, University of North Carolina-Greensboro 
 
New Jersey: 
Shanti S. Tangri, Professor Emeritus, Rutgers University 
 
New York: 
Shirley Johnson-Lans, Vassar College 
Karl Seeley, Hartwick College 
David I. Stern, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
 
Ohio: 
Robin Dubin, Case Western Reserve University 
Julie B. Higgins, University of Toledo 
James A. Swaney, Wright State University 
 
Oregon: 
Kimberly A. Clausing, Reed College 
Ronald B. Davies, University of Oregon 
Eban Goodstein, Lewis and Clark 
Renee Irvin, University of Oregon 
K. John McConnell   Oregon Health & Science University 
Ernie Niemi, ECONorthwest 
Ed Whitelaw, ECONorthwest 
 
Pennsylvania: 
Alanna Hartzok, Co-Director, Earth Rights Institute 
Thomas C. Kinnaman, Bucknell University 
Neil Perry, Lebanon Valley College 
Raymond A. Maynard, Lebanon Valley College 
Frederic L. Pryor, Senior Research Scholar, Swarthmore College 
 
Tennessee: 
Sujit Das, Engineering Science and Technology Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
Robert R. Gottfried, Sewanee: The University of the South 
 
Texas: 
Ronald C. Griffin, Texas A&M University 
Douglass Shaw, Texas A&M University 
Richard Woodward, Texas A&M University 
 
Utah: 
Arthur Caplan, Utah State University 
 
Vermont: 
Marta Ceroni, University of Vermont 
Robert Costanza, Director, Gund Institute of Ecological Economics, University of Vermont 
Joshua Farley, University of Vermont 
Spencer Phillips, Senior Resource Economist, The Wilderness Society 
Austin Troy, University of Vermont 
 
Washington: 
Gardner Brown, University of Washington 
Hart Hodges, Director, Center for Economic and Business Research, Western Washington University 
Karin Sable, University of Puget Sound 
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Kate Stirling, University of Puget Sound 
Norman K. Whittlesey, Washington State University 
 
Wisconsin: 
Robert Haveman, Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Daniel W. Bromley, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Donald D. Hester , University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Donald Nichols, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Barbara Wolfe, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
Wyoming: 
Jason Shogren, University of Wyoming 
John Tschirhart, University of Wyoming 
 
* Note: This letter will also be distributed to members of Congress. 
** Affiliations are not meant to imply institutional endorsement. 
*** Nobel Laureate 


