
	

	

June 25, 2018 
 
 

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL AND 
U.S. CERTIFIED MAIL – RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

 
 
Ryan Zinke 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C St. NW  
Washington, D.C. 20240 
feedback@ios.doi.gov  
 
Joe Balash 
Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
Joseph_balash@ios.doi.gov  
 
Glenda Owens 
Acting Director 
U.S. Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
gowens@osmre.gov 
 
RE: Request for Meaningful Public Hearings Around San Juan Coal Mine Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement, Request that Interior Department Officials With 
Decisionmaking Authority Attend Public Hearings and Hear Public Comments 

 
Dear Secretary Zinke, Assistant Secretary Balash, and Director Owens: 
 
 We are writing to convey serious concerns over the adequacy of the U.S. Department of 
the Interior’s and U.S. Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement’s (“OSMRE’s”) 
public involvement around the draft environmental impact statement (“DEIS”) for the San Juan 
coal mine in northwestern New Mexico.  We request that Interior and OSMRE address these 
issues to ensure the integrity of the San Juan coal mine DEIS process.   
 
 We are aware that OSMRE has scheduled public meetings around the DEIS, which are 
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slated to begin this week and take place in New Mexico and Colorado.  These meetings, 
however, will provide anything but a meaningful opportunity for the public to engage in the 
development of the DEIS. 
 
 For one, we have learned the meetings will not provide a forum for the public to provide 
comments directly to officials involved in the development of the DEIS.  In discussions with 
OSMRE staff, we have learned that should the public desire to provide comment in person at this 
week’s meetings, they will be required to share their comments one-on-one with a hired 
stenographer.  This is not an opportunity for public comment.  Rather this appears to be an 
attempt to avoid interacting and conversing with, and more importantly hearing, the concerns of 
Americans.  We are gravely concerned that by requiring people to testify to hired third-party 
stenographers, Interior and OSMRE are subverting the point of a public meeting, which is to 
provide a forum for discourse and interaction between Americans and their federal government. 
 
 Second, we have also learned that no officials who have decisionmaking authority, or 
who are authorized to act on behalf of an authorized official, will be in attendance at any of the 
upcoming public meetings regarding the San Juan coal mine DEIS.  Specifically, no Interior 
Department officials will be in attendance and no OSMRE officials with delegated authority to 
make recommendations to the Interior Department will be in attendance.  This raises serious 
concerns that the upcoming meetings are not actually forums that will allow the public to be 
heard by federal decisionmakers or officials authorized to act on behalf of such decisionmakers.  
 
 While we greatly appreciate that OSMRE has scheduled this week’s public meetings, the 
fact that they are structured in such a way as to diminish and discount public comment makes us 
concerned that they do not reflect efforts to diligently involve the public in the San Juan coal 
mine DEIS process.  Accordingly, we request the following of OSMRE and the Interior 
Department: 
 

1. We request that OSMRE and Interior provide a meaningful opportunity for public 
comment to be heard at public meetings, including an opportunity for the public to 
comment directly to OSMRE and/or Interior officials, and for this comment to be 
documented for the record; and 
 

2. We request that Interior Department officials with authority to make decisions related to 
the San Juan coal mine, or officials authorized to act on behalf of these officials, attend 
the public meetings.  Without participation from any responsible officials, we are 
concerned that any public meetings will not provide a meaningful forum for Americans 
to converse with and be heard by actual decisionmakers.   

 
The integrity of the San Juan coal mine DEIS is paramount.  Unless Interior and OSMRE 

and the Interior Department can provide a meaningful opportunity for public involvement, then 
this integrity is at great risk.  We urge OSMRE and Interior to make changes to its public 
meetings to ensure opportunities for meaningful involvement by all Americans.  Thank you. 
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeremy Nichols 
Climate and Energy Program Director 
WildEarth Guardians 
2590 Walnut St. 
Denver, CO 80205 
(303) 437-7663 
jnichols@wildearthguardians.org 

 
cc: David Berry, Western Regional Director, OSMRE 


