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Oil & Gas Waste Watch: Q3 2025 (July 1 - Sept 30
An Analysis of Industry Pollution and Regulatory Failures

“Pollution from toxic oil and gas spills increased by nearly 400% this quarter in New Mexico,
primarily on public lands. Fracking wastewater continues to be the top spilled material, with four of
the five biggest spills this quarter occurring at ‘produced water’ recycling or reuse facilities in the
Permian Basin.”

- Melissa Troutman, WildEarth Guardians Climate and Health Advocate / Lead Author

Executive Summary

In the third quarter (July 1 - Sept 30) of 2025, WildEarth Guardians found 350 liquid oil and gas spills in seven
counties across New Mexico, which is a significant increase when compared to the first quarter and
second quarter of 2025." The volume of toxic waste “lost”? also grew dramatically the third quarter, from
nearly 320,000 gallons® in Q1 and over 422,000 gallons in Q2 to 2 million gallons (2,060,417) in Q3. That's a
nearly 400% increase in toxic oil and gas wastes contaminating the landscape this quarter,
underscoring growing risks to water, land, and public health. On average, a new oil and gas spill occurred
every six to seven hours in New Mexico this quarter.

" New Mexico Qil Conservation Division Incident and Spill databases, accessed 7/12/2025:
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/data/spills/Spills.aspx;
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/data/incidents/Incidents.aspx. Data sorted to remove gaseous materials. Note
that OCD'’s databases distinguish between “spills” and “incidents,” where each material is a separate “spill” within an “incident”. For
example, in Q2, OCD records show 302 “incidents” containing 355 separate “spills.” For the purposes of this report and to avoid
confusion, we use the term “spill” as used in common parlance to refer to individual “incidents” each of which may contain multiple
materials spilled.

2 Spill volumes reported to the Oil Conservation Division include total volume spilled, total volume recovered, and total volume “lost.”
This “loss” includes damages such as seepage into the ground or groundwater, runoff into waterways, and contamination of soil, flora,
and fauna.

3 One barrel (bbl) equals 42 U.S. gallons.


https://wildearthguardians.org/press-releases/new-report-exposes-toxic-toll-of-oil-gas-spills-in-new-mexico/
https://wildearthguardians.org/press-releases/new-mexicos-oil-gas-waste-crisis-escalates-in-q2-as-state-politicizes-oversight/
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/data/spills/Spills.aspx
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/data/incidents/Incidents.aspx

Across three quarters in 2025, 7,670,586 gallons (182,633 barrels / 1,218 tanker trucks*) of wastewater
(produced water), crude oil, and other materials have been spilled and 2,802,324 gallons (66,722 barrels
| 445 tanker trucks) have been “lost”—a staggering amount of pollution with minimal consequences for the
industry. For Guardians’ tracking, ‘spilled’ refers to the total waste volume released, while ‘lost’ refers to the
portion not contained or recovered — polluting the environment.”

Spills of “produced water”, the industry’s euphemism for its radioactive, chemical-laced wastewater, continue to
climb and make up the vast majority of spilled material this quarter, as in Q1 and Q2. This quarter saw the
largest quarterly jump in produced water spill volumes, which increased by 244% to 2,909,130 gallons
(69,265 barrels / 462 tanker trucks) in Q3. The 462 tanker trucks’ worth of toxic waste spilled this quarter would
form a convoy more than six miles long — stretching from the New Mexico State Capitol beyond the Santa Fe
city limits.

Despite being over three times saltier than seawater, the real danger in this waste lies in what’s not disclosed —
PFAS and other fracking chemicals — as well as heavy metals, benzene, toluene, and other carcinogens. This
quarter’s largest spill — and the reason volume spiked — was caused by OXY USA at its Mesa Verde East
produced water recycling facility on federal public land on July 15, 2025.° In this single incident, OXY
reported spilling 1,608,810 gallons (38,305 barrels / 255 tanker trucks) of produced water and failing to
contain or recover nearly all of it — 1,543,374 gallons (36,747 bbl / 245 tanker trucks) were lost to the
environment. OXY simultaneously spilled 126,546 gallons (3,013 barrels / 20 tanker trucks) of crude oil and
lost nearly all of it as well, failing to contain 121,422 gallons (2,891 barrels / 19 tanker trucks).

Public lands continue to be the locus of most pollution. 206 out of 350 spills occurred on federal public lands,
which were also home to the largest spill this quarter. Of the seven counties where spills were reported, Eddy
County had the most (164 spills) followed by Lea County (147 spills) and San Juan County (22 spills).

Devon Energy Production and XTO Energy (ExxonMobil) continue to top the “Worst Actors” list. These two
companies have been the top two spillers all three quarters.®

This quarter’s spill analysis shows that the environmental, public health, and climate threats inherent to fossil
fuel extraction continue to increase. This report reveals the scope of self-reported harm caused by the fossil
fuel industry, highlighting the urgent need for stronger enforcement, transparency, and accountability. The
industry’s proposal to discharge produced water and ongoing hazardous waste exemption make this data
especially alarming.

4 One tanker truck equals approximately 150 barrels or 6,300 gallons, based on the typical U.S. Department of Transportation capacity
for a large road tanker hauling liquid petroleum.

5 Incident #nAPP2519665278 in the Qil Conservation Division’s pubic Incident Database at
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/data/incidents/Incidents.aspx.

6 See Top Polluter Report for ExxonMobil: https://pdf.wildearthquardians.ora/site/DocServer/XT0%20Top%20Polluter%20Report.pdf
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https://pdf.wildearthguardians.org/site/DocServer/XTO%20Top%20Polluter%20Report.pdf
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/data/incidents/IncidentDetails.aspx?id=nAPP2519665278
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/data/incidents/Incidents.aspx

uarterly Incident Summary (July 1 — September 30, 2025

< Total Spill Incidents Documented: 350 spills

< Worst Actors: Devon Energy (83 spills) and ExxonMobil subsidiary XTO Energy (36 spills)

devon
% Most Affected Lands: State and federal public lands
Landowner # of spills Total spilled Total “lost” (gallons)
(gallons)

Federal 206 2,393,328 1,882,314
Private 73 547,596 93,618

State 67 391,398 225,666
Navajo 3 630 630

Jicarilla 1 294 294

% Most Affected Counties:
Eddy County (Permian Basin) - 165 spills

Lea County (Permian Basin) - 147 spills

San Juan County (San Juan Basin) - 22 spills
Rio Arriba County (San Juan Basin) - 13 spills
Sandoval County (San Juan Basin) - 2 spills
Chaves County (Permian Basin) - 1 spill
Roosevelt County (Permian Basin) - 1 spill
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+ Total Volume Spilled:

> 3,182,941 gallons of liquid spilled (75,784 barrels / 505 tanker trucks)
> 2,060,417 gallons of liquid “lost” (49,058 barrels / 327 tanker trucks)

+ Total Volume “Produced Water” Spilled:
> 2,909,130 gallons spilled (69,265 barrels / 462 tanker trucks)
> 1,891,008 gallons lost (45,024 barrels / 300 tanker trucks)




# of Times | Total Volume Spilled Total Volume Lost

Material Spilled’ (gallons) (gallons)
Produced water 265 2,909,130 1,891,008
Crude oil 107 255,360 153,090
Condensate 32 12,306 11,256
Chemical 5 1,266 636
Other 5 3,854 3,402
Lube ol 1 2 2
Sulfuric acid 1 225 225
Motor oil 1 5 5
Diesel 1 798 798

< Primary Cause of Spills: Maintaining their positions from the first and second quarters of 2025,
“equipment failure” and “corrosion” remain the top causes of spills in the third quarter, demonstrating
that lack of structural integrity and poor maintenance contributes to the vast majority of spill pollution in

New Mexico.
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New Mexico Spill Causes : Q3 2025

” Number of times spilled calculated using the Oil Conservation Division Spill Database, which separates spills by material. Therefore,
the total number of spilled materials in this table exceeds the number of spill incidents, which are all spills that occur at the same time
and place.



< Primary Contaminants:

> #1 Produced Water (265 spills®) — “Produced water” is oil and gas waste that is known to contain
carcinogenic and toxic materials, including heavy metals, radioactive materials, volatile organic
compounds, in addition to a host of unknown chemicals that are not required to be disclosed to
regulators or the public. In 2020, researchers found that “86% of produced water chemicals lack
toxicity data to complete a risk assessment in the US.”

> #2 Crude Qil (107 spills) — Petroleum contamination in soils includes hydrocarbons like
carcinogenic benzene, toluene, and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHSs), nickel, arsenic
and mercury, which seriously threaten environmental safety and human health.™

> #3 Condensate (32 spills) — Condensate is a liquid hydrocarbon mixture created during the
production of oil and natural gas. It is highly flammable and commonly contains carcinogens like
benzene as well as hydrogen sulfide, volatile organic compounds, naphthenes and
hydrocarbons like butane, hexane, propane, and pentane.™

Top Five Largest Spills in Q3:

Four of the top five spills this quarter occurred at produced water recycling facilities.'? These sites
accumulate, store, and sometimes treat oil and gas wastewater (toxic “produced water”) for reuse in other
drilling and fracking operations. The large volume of waste being stored at these sites translates to a
larger risk of contamination when problems like equipment failure lead to spills.

Volume | Volume
Spilled Lost Lease
Company / Site Date (gallons) | (gallons) | County | Material Cause Holder
#1 OXY USA / Verde
East Produced Water Produced | Equipment | Federal/
Recycling Facility 7/15/25 11,608,810 1,543,374 Lea Water Failure Public
Equipment | Federal/
#1 continued... 126,546 | 122,422 Lea Crude Oil Failure Public

8 Spills in this section are calculated using the Oil Conservation Division Spill Database, which separates spills by material. Multiple
spilled materials can be reported for a single spill incident.
® Cloelle Danforth, Weihsueh A. Chiu, lvan Rusyn, Kim Schultz, Ashley Bolden, Carol Kwiatkowski, Elena Craft,
An integrative method for identification and prioritization of constituents of concern in produced water from onshore oil and gas
extraction, Environment International, Volume 134, 2020, 105280, ISSN 0160-4120, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envint.2019.105280.
°Prabhakar Mishra, Neelakanta Sarvashiva Kiran, Luiz Fernando Romanholo Ferreira, Krishna Kumar Yadav, Sikandar I. Mulla, New
insights into the bioremediation of petroleum contaminants: A systematic review,
Chemosphere, Volume 326, 2023, 138391, ISSN 0045-6535, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2023.138391.
" Natural Gas Condensate Archived 2006-10-18 at the Wayback Machine Marathon Oil Company MSDS.

"2 Spill volumes calculated using Oil Conservation Division’s Spill Database, which reports in barrels and gallons for liquid spills. All
barrels are converted into gallons for this table (1 barrel = 42 gallons).



http://www.marathonpetroleum.com/msds/0245MAR001.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20061018070335/http://www.marathonpetroleum.com/msds/0245MAR001.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marathon_Oil_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MSDS
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2023.138391
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envint.2019.105280

#2 Matador Production
/ Desoto Spring Produced | Equipment | Private
Recycling Pond 9/21/25 | 266,868 2,268 Lea Water Failure Owner
#3 Legion Water
Services / Hamon Produced | Equipment | Private
Reuse Facility 713125 55,272 0 Lea Water Failure Owner
#4 Dugan Production / Produced Federal /
TSAH TAH 1 #003 8/18/25 54,348 54,348 |[San Juan Water Corrosion Public
#5 Select Water Produced Human Federal /
Solutions 9/21/25 44,310 23,310 Eddy Water Error Public

Biggest Spill (by volume):
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Operator: OXY USA

Date: July 15, 2025

Incident Number: nAPP2519665278

Volume Spilled: 1,608,810 gallons (38,305 barrels / tanker trucks) of produced water

Land: Public (Federal)

Description: OXY USA reported the largest spill so far in 2025 at its Mesa Verde East
Recycling Containment #2, a 13 acre lined pit used for the storage and handling of produced
water for reuse on federal public land. OXY reported that equipment failure at a water tank
resulted in 1,608,810 gallons of produced water and 126,546 gallons of crude oil spilled. As of
the writing of this report, OXY was still in the process of remediating the 1,543,374 gallons of
produced water and 121,422 gallons of crude oil “lost” outside of protective containment during
the incident. This spill occurred despite weekly inspections and a leak detection system that
OXY outlined in the site plan it submitted to the state.™

Biggest Polluter (by # of spills):
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Operator: Devon Energy

Incidents: 83 spills totalling 218,316 gallons (5,198 barrels / 35 tanker trucks)

“Lost”: 13,608 gallons lost (324 barrels / 2 tanker trucks)

Description: For the third quarter in a row, Devon Energy is New Mexico’s biggest spiller,
steadily increasing the number of its spills throughout the year from 43 spills in Q1 to 58 spills in
Q2 to 83 spills in Q3 2025. While the total volume of spilled materials decreased significantly,
the volume of waste "lost" or contaminating the environment continued to increase by 1,008
gallons. The vast majority of Devon’s reported spills were toxic oil and gas waste (“produced
water”), followed by crude oil. Public lands once again bore the brunt: 86% of Devon’s Q3 spills
occurred on public lands, with 59 spills on federal lands and 12 on state lands.

13 OXY site plan for this facility (OXY MESA VERDE EAST RECYCLING CONTAINMENT #2) is available in the Oil Conservation
Division’s public online database under facility file number fOY1716651072:
https://ocdimage.emnrd.nm.gov/Imaging/FileStore/hobbs/ao/20170615/poy1716654913_06_15_2017_03_50_32.pdf



https://ocdimage.emnrd.nm.gov/Imaging/FileStore/hobbs/ao/20170615/poy1716654913_06_15_2017_03_50_32.pdf

WildEarth Guardians’ Analysis

This month's data reveals:

< Increase in Pollution:
> Spill volume increased drastically again in the third quarter of 2025 compared to Q2, confirming
a troubling upward trend in waste mismanagement across the state.
> There were 48 more spills reported in the third quarter as compared to the second quarter of the
year, and the volume of toxic materials “lost” to the environment increased nearly 400%.

< Increase in Environmental & Public Health Risks from “Produced Water”:

> The total volume of toxic “produced water” spilled has steadily increased throughout the year,
from 963,934 gallons in Q1 to 1,190,742 gallons in Q2, before doubling in Q3 to 2,909,130
gallons spilled.

> The total volume of produced water “lost” to contaminate the environment has quintupled
this quarter, increasing from 209,370 gallons lost in Q1 and 376,950 gallons lost in Q2 to a
mind-boggling 1,891,008 gallons lost in Q3. These spills threaten drinking water aquifers, soil
health, air quality, and the well-being of frontline communities and ecosystems.

< Failures in Enforcement:

> Evidenced by the consistent increase in spills by the top spiller across the first, second, and
third quarters of 2025 (Devon Energy), regulatory agencies—including the Oil Conservation
Division (OCD), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Bureau of Land Management
(BLM)—have failed to issue any meaningful amount of fines, penalties, or enforcement actions
in order to decrease spills by repeat offenders.

> Trade secret loopholes continue to shield the oil and gas industry from accountability, allowing
companies to conceal the identities of spilled chemicals. This secrecy undermines cleanup
efforts, endangers worker and community health, and makes appropriate medical or emergency
response nearly impossible.

Calls to Action

WildEarth Guardians urges policymakers to act immediately to protect New Mexico’'s communities, water, and
air from oil and gas waste:

e Stop Toxic Waste Disasters: Strengthen federal and state enforcement by requiring the OCD, EPA,
and BLM to issue meaningful fines, deny permits for repeat violators, and publicly report all spill-related
enforcement actions and outcomes.

e Mandate Full Chemical Disclosure: Require oil and gas companies to publicly disclose all chemicals
used in drilling and fracking operations and spilled in waste, including trade secrets, to ensure
transparency, public safety, and emergency preparedness.

e Apply Hazardous Waste Laws: Apply hazardous waste laws to oil and gas operations by removing
regulatory exemptions under Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), Comprehensive
Environmental Response Compensation (CERCLA), Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), and similar state
laws, and classify produced water and other industry byproducts as hazardous waste with strict
management and disposal standards.



Stay Informed

For weekly updates, follow our Leak of the Week series:

o Website: [hitps://wildearthguardians.org/climate-health/oil-
e YouTube: [https://www.youtube.com/user/WildEarthGuardians]

e Facebook: [https://www.facebook.com/WildEarthGuardians]



https://wildearthguardians.org/climate-health/oil-gas-waste/
https://www.youtube.com/user/WildEarthGuardians
https://www.facebook.com/WildEarthGuardians
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