


 
4. POINT(S) OF DIVERSION (POD)  

   
 Surface POD     OR      Ground Water POD (Well) 

     Name of ditch, acequia, or spring:        
     Stream or water course:        Tributary of:        
If application proposes a new point of diversion involving a diversion dam, storage dam, main canal, and/or pipeline, complete 
Attachment 2.   Check here if Attachment 2 is included in this application packet. 
POD Location Required: Coordinate location must be reported in NM State Plane (NAD 83), UTM (NAD 83), or 
Latitude/Longitude (Lat/Long - WGS84).   
District II (Roswell) and District VII (Cimarron) customers, provide a PLSS location in addition to above.   
 

  NM State Plane (NAD83)  (Feet)   
      NM West Zone    
      NM East Zone 
      NM Central Zone  

 
  UTM (NAD83) (Meters)  

     Zone 12N   
     Zone 13N   

 
  Lat/Long (WGS84) (to the nearest 

1/10th of second)  
 

POD Number: X or Easting or 
Longitude: 

Y or Northing 
or Latitude: 

Provide if known: 
-Public Land Survey System (PLSS)  
  (Quarters or Halves , Section, Township, Range) OR 
- Hydrographic Survey Map & Tract; OR 
- Lot, Block & Subdivision; OR 
- Land Grant Name 

                                                                    

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                              

    NOTE: If more PODS need to be described, complete form WR-08 (Attachment 1 – POD Descriptions)  
    Additional POD descriptions are attached:     Yes     No                      If yes, how many__    __ 

Point of Diversion is on Land Owned by:       

Other description relating point of diversion to common landmarks, streets, or other:       
 
 

Note: The following information is for wells only. If more than one (1) well needs to be described, provide attachment. 
Approximate depth of well (feet):        Outside diameter of well casing (inches):        
Driller Name:       Driller License Number:       

FOR OSE INTERNAL USE Application for Permit, Form wr-05  
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 Abiquiu Reservoir
 Rio Chama  Rio Grande

See Exhibit A

 N/A

 See Exhibit A



 
5. PLACE(S) OF USE  

List each individually           (not applicable ) 

a.                       Acres of Irrigated Land Described as Follows (if applicable): 

b. Legally Described By: 
 Public Land Survey System (PLSS) 
 Hydrographic Survey Report or Map 
 Irrigation or Conservation District Map 
 Subdivision 

c. 
PLSS  

Section 
and/or 
Map No. 
and/or 
Lot No. 

 

d. 
PLSS 

Township 
and/or 

Tract No. (Please list each 
tract individually) 

and/or 
Block No. 

e. 
PLSS Range 

f. 
Acres 

PLSS Quarters or Halves, 
and/or 

Name of Hydrographic Survey or District,  
and/or   

Name and County of Subdivision 

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

g. Other description relating place of use to common landmarks, streets, or other:       
 
 
 
 

h. Place of use is on land owned by (required):       

i. Are there other sources of water for these lands?  No     Yes  describe by OSE file number:       

Note: If on Federal or State Land, please provide copy of lease. 

FOR OSE INTERNAL USE Application for Permit, Form wr-05  

File No.: Trn No.: 
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N/A

See Exhibit A

 See Exhibit A

 N/A





EXHIBIT A 
 
2. PURPOSE OF USE AND AMOUNT OF WATER 
 
Purpose of Use:  Storage in the Abiquiu Environmental Pool (see item 4 below) for the purpose of 
reregulating flows to provide instream uses in the Rio Chama and Rio Grande from the outlet of 
Abiquiu Dam to San Marcial.  
 
Instream uses (as described in our companion application for an instream flow permit) including, 
but are not limited to: (1) protecting and restoring healthy river and riparian ecosystems on the Rio 
Chama and Rio Grande from the outlet of Abiquiu Dam to the San Marcial stream gauge (as 
described in more detail in item 4 below); (2) protecting native species and restoring aquatic and 
riparian habitat of such native species, including use of water to inundate the Rio Grande floodplain 
(to mimic the historic spring floods) to restore and regenerate the Bosque, to create overbanking and 
backwater habitat for aquatic and riparian species (e.g. the Rio Grande silvery minnow, yellow-billed 
cuckoo, Southwestern willow flycatcher, New Mexico meadow jumping mouse, etc.); (3) ensuring 
that the amount and timing of flows in the Rio Chama and Rio Grande mimic the natural 
hydrograph and maintain the perennial nature of the rivers; and (4) as may be necessary for 
compliance with the Rio Grande Compact, provided that any water used for such delivery must (a) 
flow in the channel of the Rio Grande itself; (b) be delivered during the irrigation season in line with 
the historic hydrograph; and (c) secure a benefit for native species of fish, wildlife and plants. 
 
Amount of Use, Other: 30,000 acre-feet of storage per year.  
 
3. COUNTY WHERE WATER RIGHT WILL BE USED 
 
The water will be used in Rio Arriba, Los Alamos, Santa Fe, Sandoval, Bernalillo, Valencia and 
Socorro counties. 
 
4. POINTS OF DIVERSION (CONTROL OVER NON-CONSUMPTIVE USE RIGHT) 
 
The Abiquiu Environmental Pool is 30,000 acre-feet of storage space in Abiquiu Reservoir. See 
Exhibit D for Abiquiu Storage Agreement. The point of diversion for Abiquiu Reservoir is USGS 
stream gauge 08286500 (Rio Chama above Abiquiu Reservoir, NM), which is located at latitude 
36°19'07.76"; longitude 106°35'58.31" (NAD83). See the maps attached as Exhibits B and C. Water 
released from the Environmental Pool will be used for instream purposes (as described in our 
companion application for an instream flow permit) from the outlet of Abiquiu Reservoir to the 
USGS stream gauge at San Marcial as described below:  
 

(1) Rio Chama below Abiquiu Dam, NM (USGS 08287000). The gauge is located at latitude 
36°14'14";  longitude 106°25'02.7" (NAD83) in Rio Arriba County, New Mexico.  
 
(2) Rio Grande Floodway at San Marcial, NM (USGS 08358400). The gauge is located at 
latitude 33°40'44.7"; longitude 106°59'49.2" (NAD 83) in Socorro County, New Mexico. 
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5. PLACE OF USE 
 
The water stored in the Abiquiu Environmental Pool will be released to support the instream flow 
right sought in Guardians’ companion application (filed simultaneously with this application). The 
place of use of the stored water for instream uses is depicted in the maps attached as Exhibits B and 
C, and includes:  
 

(1) the channel of the Rio Chama from the outlet of Abiquiu Dam (described in item 4, above) 
to the confluence of the Rio Chama and the Rio Grande in Rio Arriba County, NM;  

(2) the channel of the Rio Grande from its confluence with the Rio Chama to Cochiti Dam 
(located at latitude 35°37'04.8"; longitude 106°19'26.2" in Sandoval County, NM);  

(3) the channel of the Rio Grande from the outlet of Cochiti Dam to the stream gauge at San 
Marcial (described in item 4 above); and  

(4) the active floodplain of the Rio Grande from Cochiti Dam to San Marcial. 
 
5d and e. The place of use for water stored in the Abiquiu Environmental Pool will be released 
to provide instream uses in the channel and active floodplain of the Rio Chama and the Rio Grande 
located in the following PLSS Township and Ranges: 
 

Township Range 
T23N R5E 
T23N R6E 
T23N R7E 
T22N R7E 
T19N R8E 
T19N R7E 
T16N R5E 
T14N R5E 
T14N R4E 
T13N R3E 
T11N R2E 
T10N R2E 
T10N R3E 
T9N R3E 
T8N R3E 

 
5g. The place of use for water stored in the Abiquiu Environmental Pool will be released to 
provide instream uses in the channel and active floodplain of the Rio Chama and the Rio Grande 
located in the following land grants: 
 
Albuquerque 
Angostura 
Angostura/San Felipe Pueblo 
Bartolome Sanchez 
Belen 
Belen/Casa Colorado 
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Belen/Sevilleta 
Bernalillo or Felipe Gutierres 
Black Mesa 
Bosque del Apache 
Caja del Rio 
Cochiti Pueblo 
Cochiti Pueblo/La Majada 
Cochiti Pueblo/Santo Domingo Pueblo 
El Ranchito 
El Ranchito/San Felipe Pueblo 
Elena Gallegos 
Gutierrez and Sedillo 
Isleta Pueblo  
Juan Jose Lobato 
La Majada 
La Majada/Caja del Rio 
Lo de Padilla 
Nicolas Duran De Chavez 
Pajarito 
Pedro Armendariz No. 33 
Pedro Armendariz No. 34 
Polvadera/Juan Jose Lobato 
Ramon Vigil 
San Clemente 
San Felipe Pueblo 
San Felipe Pueblo/Santa Rosa de Cubero 
San Felipe Pueblo/Santo Domingo & San Felipe Pueblos 
San Ildefonso Pueblo 
San Juan Pueblo  
Sandia Pueblo 
Santa Clara Pueblo 
Santa Cruz 
Santo Domingo & San Felipe Pueblo 
Santo Domingo Pueblo 
Santo Domingo Pueblo/Santo Domingo & San Felipe Pueblo 
Sevilleta 
Tome 
Town of Alameda 
Town of Alameda/Sandia Pueblo 
Town of Atrisco 
Town of Socorro 
 
6. ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS OR EXPLANATIONS 
 
WildEarth Guardians understands that the State Engineer has determined based on the existing 
water rights and permits issued for the Rio Grande that there is no unappropriated water. However, 
the State Engineer has assumed that the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District will be able to 
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prove beneficial use of all the water claimed in Permit Nos. 0620 and 1690. Reported data by the 
State and others suggests that the District has not and will not be able to irrigate the claimed acreage 
and/or store the full amount of water claimed in the permits.  
 
The State Engineer has a mandatory statutory duty to compel proof of beneficial use or cancel the 
permits. NMAC § 19.26.2.13(C). In addition to this application, WildEarth Guardians today will file 
a mandamus action against the State Engineer seeking to compel cancellation of Permit Nos. 0620 
and 1690, or in the alternative, a date certain that proof of beneficial use will be filed for the permits. 
The result of this mandamus action could be cancellation of the permits or completion of proof of 
beneficial use and the issuance of a license by the State Engineer for the amount of water actually 
put to beneficial use under Permit Nos. 0620 and 1690. In either of these circumstances, water may 
become available for appropriation for beneficial use.  
 
WildEarth Guardians files this application seeking a permit to store 30,000 acre-feet of storage in 
Abiquiu Reservoir for later release for instream uses.1 The storage for instream use would (as 
described in more detail in Item 2 above) serve to help remedy the environmental challenges created 
by the existing system of water management, including, but not limited to: 1) the narrowing of the 
historic floodplain; 2) encroachment of the floodplain by invasive species such as salt cedar and 
Russian olive; 3) the loss of sediment transport due to flood control and diversion dams; 4) loss of 
connectivity between aquatic habitats; and 5) a growing list of threatened and endangered species. 
Furthermore, based on the predicted severe impacts of climate change on flows in the Rio Grande, 
future environmental needs may not be met without a dedicated storage and instream right to the 
river and its ecosystem. 
 
This appropriation will provide benefits far beyond those to the applicant and is in the public 
interest. The Rio Grande’s water belongs to the public and is held in trust by the State for the 
benefit of New Mexico’s citizens. See N.M. Const. Art. XVI § 2; Sanders-Reed v. Martinez, 2015-
NMCA-063 ¶ 15, 350 P.3d 1221 (holding that Art. XX § 21 “recognizes that a public trust duty 
exists for the protection of New Mexico’s natural resources . . . for the benefit of the people of this 
state.”). The trust obligation of the state to its citizens extends to finding solutions to the reduced 
flows associated with water use and climate change and developing solutions that will serve to 
maintain the river that serves as the lifeblood of the region. The appropriation will provide flexibility 
in water management in the region and include benefits to the State and other water users for 
meeting their obligations to deliver water to protect and recover endangered species and for Rio 
Grande Compact compliance purposes.  
 
 

                                                
1 Guardians also filed a related companion application (simultaneously with this application) for permit to appropriate all 
the unappropriated water in the Rio Grande for insteam uses. We view these permits as complimentary and should be 
read together. 
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4. POINT(S) OF DIVERSION (POD)  

   
 Surface POD     OR      Ground Water POD (Well) 

     Name of ditch, acequia, or spring:        
     Stream or water course:        Tributary of:        
If application proposes a new point of diversion involving a diversion dam, storage dam, main canal, and/or pipeline, complete 
Attachment 2.   Check here if Attachment 2 is included in this application packet. 
POD Location Required: Coordinate location must be reported in NM State Plane (NAD 83), UTM (NAD 83), or 
Latitude/Longitude (Lat/Long - WGS84).   
District II (Roswell) and District VII (Cimarron) customers, provide a PLSS location in addition to above.   
 

  NM State Plane (NAD83)  (Feet)   
      NM West Zone    
      NM East Zone 
      NM Central Zone  

 
  UTM (NAD83) (Meters)  

     Zone 12N   
     Zone 13N   

 
  Lat/Long (WGS84) (to the nearest 

1/10th of second)  
 

POD Number: X or Easting or 
Longitude: 

Y or Northing 
or Latitude: 

Provide if known: 
-Public Land Survey System (PLSS)  
  (Quarters or Halves , Section, Township, Range) OR 
- Hydrographic Survey Map & Tract; OR 
- Lot, Block & Subdivision; OR 
- Land Grant Name 

                                                                    

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                              

    NOTE: If more PODS need to be described, complete form WR-08 (Attachment 1 – POD Descriptions)  
    Additional POD descriptions are attached:     Yes     No                      If yes, how many__    __ 

Point of Diversion is on Land Owned by:       

Other description relating point of diversion to common landmarks, streets, or other:       
 
 

Note: The following information is for wells only. If more than one (1) well needs to be described, provide attachment. 
Approximate depth of well (feet):        Outside diameter of well casing (inches):        
Driller Name:       Driller License Number:       

FOR OSE INTERNAL USE Application for Permit, Form wr-05  

File No.: Trn No.: 
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 Rio Grande and Rio Chama  

See Exhibit A

 N/A

 See Exhibit A



 
5. PLACE(S) OF USE  

List each individually           (not applicable ) 

a.                       Acres of Irrigated Land Described as Follows (if applicable): 

b. Legally Described By: 
 Public Land Survey System (PLSS) 
 Hydrographic Survey Report or Map 
 Irrigation or Conservation District Map 
 Subdivision 

c. 
PLSS  

Section 
and/or 
Map No. 
and/or 
Lot No. 

 

d. 
PLSS 

Township 
and/or 

Tract No. (Please list each 
tract individually) 

and/or 
Block No. 

e. 
PLSS Range 

f. 
Acres 

PLSS Quarters or Halves, 
and/or 

Name of Hydrographic Survey or District,  
and/or   

Name and County of Subdivision 

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

                              

g. Other description relating place of use to common landmarks, streets, or other:       
 
 
 
 

h. Place of use is on land owned by (required):       

i. Are there other sources of water for these lands?  No     Yes  describe by OSE file number:       

Note: If on Federal or State Land, please provide copy of lease. 

FOR OSE INTERNAL USE Application for Permit, Form wr-05  

File No.: Trn No.: 
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N/A

See Exhibit A

 See Exhibit A

 N/A





EXHIBIT A 
 
2. PURPOSE OF USE AND AMOUNT OF WATER 
 
Purpose of Use: Instream uses including, but not limited to: (1) protecting and restoring healthy 
river and riparian ecosystems on the Rio Chama and Rio Grande from the outlet of Abiquiu Dam to 
the San Marcial stream gauge (as described in more detail in item 4 below); (2) protecting native 
species and restoring aquatic and riparian habitat of such native species, including use of water to 
inundate the Rio Grande floodplain (to mimic the historic spring floods) to restore and regenerate 
the Bosque, to create overbanking and backwater habitat for aquatic and riparian species (e.g. the 
Rio Grande silvery minnow, yellow-billed cuckoo, Southwestern willow flycatcher, New Mexico 
meadow jumping mouse, etc.); (3) ensuring that the amount and timing of flows in the Rio Chama 
and Rio Grande mimic the natural hydrograph and maintain the perennial nature of the rivers; and 
(4) as may be necessary for compliance with the Rio Grande Compact, provided that any water used 
for such delivery must (a) flow in the channel of the Rio Grande itself; (b) be delivered during the 
irrigation season in line with the historic hydrograph; and (c) secure a benefit for native species of 
fish, wildlife and plants. 
 
Amount of Use, Other: Non-consumptive use of all the unappropriated water in the Rio Grande, 
including water flowing from the Rio Chama and other tributaries to the Rio Grande, and including 
without limitation flood flows, surface runoff, seepage, springs, seeps and other inflows into the Rio 
Grande and Rio Chama.  
 
3. COUNTY WHERE WATER RIGHT WILL BE USED 
 
The water will be used in Rio Arriba, Los Alamos, Santa Fe, Sandoval, Bernalillo, Valencia and 
Socorro counties. 
 
4. POINTS OF DIVERSION (CONTROL OVER NON-CONSUMPTIVE USE RIGHT) 
 
WildEarth Guardians seeks to non-consumptively use all the unappropriated water in the Rio 
Grande, in Rio Arriba, Los Alamos, Santa Fe, Sandoval, Bernalillo, Valencia and Socorro counties, 
to create an instream flow right from the outlet of Abiquiu Reservoir to the USGS stream gauge at 
San Marcial, as depicted in the maps attached to this application as Exhibits B and C, as described 
more fully in Item 5. This includes water flowing in and from the Rio Chama and other tributaries to 
the Rio Chama and Rio Grande, and including without limitation flood flows, surface runoff, 
seepage, springs, seeps and other inflows into the Rio Chama and Rio Grande. 
 
WildEarth Guardians will exercise dominion and control over the water to be used as proposed in 
this application. The control is exercised by WildEarth Guardians’ management of the water stored 
in the environmental storage pool in Abiquiu Reservoir. The agreement between WildEarth 
Guardians and the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority is attached as Exhibit D. 
The location of the dam is more specifically described as 36°14'14"; longitude 106°25'02.7" 
(NAD83) in Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. 
 
In addition, WildEarth Guardians will monitor the following stream flow gauges to demonstrate its 
control of the water use: 
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(1) Rio Chama below Abiquiu Dam, NM (USGS 08287000). The gauge is located at latitude 
36°14'14"; longitude 106°25'02.7" (NAD83) in Rio Arriba County, New Mexico.  
 
(2) Rio Chama near Chamita, NM (USGS 08290000). The gauge is located at latitude 
36°04'24.8"; longitude 106°06'42.1" (NAD83) in Rio Arriba County, New Mexico.  
  
(3) Rio Grande at Otowi Bridge, NM (USGS 08313000). The gauge is located at latitude 
35°52'28.2"; longitude 106°08'32.8" (NAD83) in Santa Fe County, New Mexico. 
 
(4) Rio Grande below Cochiti Dam, NM (USGS 08317400). The gauge is located at latitude 
35°37'04.8"; longitude 106°19'26.2" (NAD83) in Sandoval County, New Mexico. 
 
(5) Rio Grande Floodway at San Marcial, NM (USGS 08358400). The gauge is located at 
latitude 33°40'44.7"; longitude 106°59'49.2" (NAD 83) in Socorro County, New Mexico. 
 

5. PLACE OF USE 
 
The place of use for the instream flow right is depicted in the maps attached as Exhibits B and C, 
and includes:  
 

(1) the channel of the Rio Chama from the outlet of Abiquiu Dam (described in item 4, above) 
to the confluence of the Rio Chama and the Rio Grande in Rio Arriba County, NM;  

(2) the channel of the Rio Grande from its confluence with the Rio Chama to Cochiti Dam 
(located at latitude 35°37'04.8"; longitude 106°19'26.2" in Sandoval County, NM);  

(3) the channel of the Rio Grande from the outlet of Cochiti Dam to the stream gauge at San 
Marcial (described in item 4 above); and  

(4) the active floodplain of the Rio Grande from Cochiti Dam to San Marcial. 
 
5d and e. The place of use for the instream flow includes the channel and active floodplain of 
the Rio Chama and the Rio Grande located in the following PLSS Township and Ranges: 
 

Township Range 
T23N R5E 
T23N R6E 
T23N R7E 
T22N R7E 
T19N R8E 
T19N R7E 
T16N R5E 
T14N R5E 
T14N R4E 
T13N R3E 
T11N R2E 
T10N R2E 
T10N R3E 
T9N R3E 
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T8N R3E 
 
5g. The place of use for the instream flow includes the channel and the active floodplain of the 
Rio Chama and the Rio Grande located in the following land grants: 
 
Albuquerque 
Angostura 
Angostura/San Felipe Pueblo 
Bartolome Sanchez 
Belen 
Belen/Casa Colorado 
Belen/Sevilleta 
Bernalillo or Felipe Gutierres 
Black Mesa 
Bosque del Apache 
Caja del Rio 
Cochiti Pueblo 
Cochiti Pueblo/La Majada 
Cochiti Pueblo/Santo Domingo Pueblo 
El Ranchito 
El Ranchito/San Felipe Pueblo 
Elena Gallegos 
Gutierrez and Sedillo 
Isleta Pueblo  
Juan Jose Lobato 
La Majada 
La Majada/Caja del Rio 
Lo de Padilla 
Nicolas Duran De Chavez 
Pajarito 
Pedro Armendariz No. 33 
Pedro Armendariz No. 34 
Polvadera/Juan Jose Lobato 
Ramon Vigil 
San Clemente 
San Felipe Pueblo 
San Felipe Pueblo/Santa Rosa de Cubero 
San Felipe Pueblo/Santo Domingo & San Felipe Pueblos 
San Ildefonso Pueblo 
San Juan Pueblo  
Sandia Pueblo 
Santa Clara Pueblo 
Santa Cruz 
Santo Domingo & San Felipe Pueblo 
Santo Domingo Pueblo 
Santo Domingo Pueblo/Santo Domingo & San Felipe Pueblo 



Exhibit A—Application for Permit to Appropriate Rio Grande/Rio Chama Instream Flow 
WildEarth Guardians 
 
 

 Page 4 of 5 

Sevilleta 
Tome 
Town of Alameda 
Town of Alameda/Sandia Pueblo 
Town of Atrisco 
Town of Socorro 
 
6. ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS OR EXPLANATIONS 
 
WildEarth Guardians understands that the State Engineer has determined based on the existing 
water rights and permits issued for Rio Grande that there is no unappropriated water. However, the 
State Engineer has assumed that the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District will be able to prove 
beneficial use of all the water claimed in Permit Nos. 0620 and 1690. Reported data by the State and 
others suggests that the District has not and will not be able to irrigate the claimed acreage and/or 
store the full amount of water claimed in the permits.  
 
The State Engineer has a mandatory statutory duty to compel proof of beneficial use or cancel the 
permits. NMAC § 19.26.2.13(C). In addition to this application, WildEarth Guardians today will file 
a mandamus action against the State Engineer seeking to compel cancellation of Permit Nos. 0620 
and 1690, or in the alternative, a date certain that proof of beneficial use will be filed for the permits. 
The result of this mandamus action could be cancellation of the permits or completion of proof of 
beneficial use and the issuance of a license by the State Engineer for the amount of water actually 
put to beneficial use under Permit Nos. 0620 and 1690. In either of these circumstances, water may 
become available for appropriation for beneficial use.  
 
WildEarth Guardians files this application seeking any and all the unappropriated water in the Rio 
Grande for instream flow purposes.1 This unappropriated water would (as described in more detail 
in Item 2 above) serve to help remedy the environmental challenges created by the existing system 
of water management, including, but not limited to: 1) the narrowing of the historic floodplain; 2) 
encroachment of the floodplain by invasive species such as salt cedar and Russian olive; 3) the loss 
of sediment transport due to flood control and diversion dams; 4) loss of connectivity between 
aquatic habitats; and 5) a growing list of threatened and endangered species. Furthermore, based on 
the predicted severe impacts of climate change on flows in the Rio Grande, future environmental 
needs may not be met without a dedicated right to the river and its ecosystem. 
 
This appropriation will provide benefits far beyond those to the applicant and is in the public 
interest. The Rio Grande’s water belongs to the public and is held in trust by the State for the 
benefit of New Mexico’s citizens. See N.M. Const. Art. XVI § 2; Sanders-Reed v. Martinez, 2015-
NMCA-063 ¶ 15, 350 P.3d 1221 (holding that Art. XX § 21 “recognizes that a public trust duty 
exists for the protection of New Mexico’s natural resources . . . for the benefit of the people of this 
state.”). The trust obligation of the state to its citizens extends to finding solutions to the reduced 
flows associated with water use and climate change and developing solutions that will serve to 
maintain the river that serves as the lifeblood of the region. The appropriation will provide flexibility 

                                                
1 Guardians also filed a related companion application (simultaneously with this application) for permit to appropriate 
surface water for storage in the 30,000 acre-foot environmental pool in Abiquiu Reservoir. We view these permits as 
complimentary and should be read together. 
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in water management in the region and include benefits to the State and other water users for 
meeting their obligations to deliver water to protect and recover endangered species and for Rio 
Grande Compact compliance purposes.  
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