
Ad Hoc Coalition for a Living Santa Fe River 
 

May 29, 2019 
City of Santa Fe, NM 
 
Dear Mayor Alan Webber and Councilors Renee Villarreal, Signe Lindell, Peter Ives, Carol Romero-
Wirth, Chris Rivera, Roman Abeyta, Michael Harris, and JoAnne Vigil Coppler: 
 
 We write to voice our concerns regarding management of the Santa Fe River. Of particular issue 
are the City’s compliance with the Santa Fe Living River Ordinance1, the lack of public transparency and 
inclusion in the City’s planning for its long-term water supply in the City and County of Santa Fe, and 
worry that the City’s plan would increase depletions and reduce the quality of the water in the Rio 
Grande. 

The citizens of Santa Fe have long been involved in speaking out to protect and restore a living 
river and healthy community for its people and wildlife. As you know, it was the collective action by 
citizens and non-governmental organizations that led to the passage of the 2012 Santa Fe River Target 
Flow (Living River) Ordinance, 2012-10. This hallmark legislation memorialized the commitment by the 
City to support and restore a living Santa Fe River.  

The ordinance recognized the river as an “important element of the city”; documented the 
“widespread community support” for maintaining a living river for recreational and cultural purposes; and 
highlighted its necessity to maintain “riparian habitat for wildlife,” to minimize erosion, and provide flood 
protection, among other important values to the community. 

We believe that the City is not upholding the commitments it made to the river and its citizens 
that were memorialized in the 2012 ordinance, both in terms of allowing water to flow through the 
historic upper river channel and in allowing flood pulses in spring and fall.  

We also hope that the City will open a more public and transparent process to ensure that 
development of the City’s long-term water supply is done with the same community and environmental 
ethic as was the Living River Ordinance: to ensure that as the City pursues long-term water security, 
citizens are included in the decision-making process; to evaluate the impacts of water system 
development on the Santa Fe River and communities in both the City and County; to undertake some joint 
water planning with the County; and to ensure that the quality and quantity of water in the Rio Grande is 
maintained or improved, not diminished. 

As a result of these concerns, we have formed the Ad Hoc Coalition for a Living Santa Fe River. 
This Coalition is simply a collection of individuals and non-governmental organizations that want to see 
the vision of living rivers in New Mexico realized. Attached is the Coalition’s Objectives Statement. As a 
first step, we would like to request a meeting with the City to discuss our concerns and to better 
understand the path the City intends to take going forward.  

 Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ad Hoc Coalition for a Living Santa Fe River 

                                                             
1 “Santa Fe River Target Flow Ordinance,” City of Santa Fe, Article 25-13 SFCC 1987 


