
 
February 20, 2020 

 
Dear Air Quality Control Commissioners,  
 
Colorado currently stands on the cusp of an unprecedented opportunity to play our part and 
provide a model for addressing the climate crisis, while also centering highly impacted 
communities. Climate leadership in the near term is coming from the states, and Colorado has a 
critical role to play. As Governor Jared Polis said in his 2020 state of the state address:  
 

We are never going to solve [the climate crisis] if everyone looks at the person next to 
them and says, “you do something about the climate.” If we want to preserve our way of 
life for future generations, then we all need to lead on clean air and climate. 

 
Last year Governor Polis and the state legislature set Colorado on a path to a carbon-neutral 
economy and a reduction in pollution hotspots by passing HB 1261, Colorado’s landmark Climate 
Action Plan. As a state we committed to reducing economy-wide carbon emissions at least 26% 
from 2005 levels by 2025, 50% by 2030, and 90% by 2050—following the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC’s) advisory to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. As we 
realize these reductions across all sectors, we must ensure our policy solutions are financially 
accessible for Coloradans living in all income brackets, and actively minimize the pollution 
disproportionately experienced by environmental justice communities. 
 
The administration and our elected officials have undertaken critically important policies, such as 
Xcel Energy’s commitment to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 80% by 2030, Tri-State’s 
announcement that it will be retiring several coal plants, zero-emissions vehicle regulations, and 
methane regulations and we applaud their leadership.  
 
New data from M.J. Bradley and Associates show that even with these bold actions, Colorado is 
far off track from meeting these goals. More specifically, the data show that taking into account 
current climate policies on the books, the state has about 30 million metric tons of carbon 
emissions reductions to go to hit its required 2025 target and 46 million metric tons to go to hit 
the 2030 target  (for reference, the Air Quality Control Commission’s recently-passed low and 
zero emissions vehicle standards will achieve an estimated 2.7 million metric tons of reductions).  
 
Even with “high-ambition” assumptions for a number of future strategies, including retiring every 
coal plant in Colorado and replacing it with 100% renewable energy by 2030, Colorado would still 
have a gap of 25 million metric tons to close in order to meet the 2030 target.  
 
Our organizations may differ in our theories of change, membership, tactics, and even how we 
believe we can close this emissions gap. However, we are united in our commitment to meeting 
or exceeding the emissions goals and that the Air Quality Control Commission must take 
immediate, urgent action to put Colorado on track to meet these goals. We have a critical 
window of opportunity to make climate progress in Colorado a reality.  
 
Luckily, meeting these goals while supporting the needs of vulnerable communities is achievable 
and could be economically powerful. Another recent study found that Colorado can exceed our 
economy-wide carbon reduction goals, hitting a 69% carbon emissions reduction in 2040 
compared to 2005 levels and that doing so saves more than $1 billion annually, reduces 
electricity rates for customers, and, importantly, saves money even for customers who do not 
electrify their cars or homes. 

→  

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1261
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1261
https://www.mjbradley.com/sites/default/files/Colorado%20White%20Paper%2016Feb2020.pdf
https://www.vibrantcleanenergy.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CEDS-CEI-VCE-FullReport.pdf


 
You, as members of the commission that will determine whether and how we close the emissions 
gap, have broad and deep support from us and from a majority of Coloradans. We are grateful for 
your work towards clean air and to address climate change in Colorado, and look forward to a 
just, equitable, and clean climate future. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Adrienne Dorsey, GRID Alternatives Colorado 
Anne Marie Holen, Arkansas Valley Indivisible 
Brian Highland, Clean Energy Action 
Dana Miller, Indivisible Denver 
Danny Katz, CoPIRG (Colorado Public Interest Research Group) 
Deana Kamm, Indivisible CO 5 
Ean Tafoya, Colorado Latino Forum & GreenLatinos 
Ellynne Bannon, Healthy Air and Water Colorado 
Emily Gedeon, Colorado Sierra Club 
Hannah Collazo, Environment Colorado 
Howard Geller, Southwest Energy Efficiency Project 
Ian Silveri, Progress Now 
Jeff Neuman-Lee, Rev. Retired, Together Colorado Climate Justice Committee 
Jen Clanahan, Colorado Moms Know Best 
Jeremy Nichols, WildEarth Guardians 
Jim Ramey, The Wilderness Society 
Joe Salazar, Colorado Rising 
Jon Goldin-DuBois, Western Resource Advocates 
Juli Slivka, Wilderness Workshop  
Karen Moldovan, Good Business Colorado 
Katie Farnan, Indivisible Front Range Resistance 
Kelly Nordini, Conservation Colorado 
Lindsay Bourgoine, Protect Our Winters 
Lucy Molina, Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Marie Venner, Together Colorado Climate Justice Committee 
Mayane Barudin, Vote Solar  
Micah Parkin, 350 Colorado 
Nicole Hensel, New Era Colorado 
Ning Mosberger-Tang, Indivisible Colorado Environment 
Noah Long, Natural Resources Defense Council 
Pam Kiely, Environmental Defense Fund 
Quinn Antus, Signal Climate Coalition  
Rebecca Curry, Earthjustice 
Shaina Oliver, Moms Clean Air Force 
Sunrise Movement Colorado 
Susan Nedell, E2 | Environmental Entrepreneurs 
Tracy Coppola, National Park Conservation Association 

 
CC: Governor Jared Polis; Eve Lieberman, Governor Jared Polis; Zach Pierce, Governor Jared 
Polis; Jill Ryan, Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment; John Putnam, 
Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment; Garry Kaufman, Colorado 
Department of Public Health and the Environment; Will Toor, Colorado Energy Office ; Shoshana 
Lew, Colorado Department of Transportation; The Colorado State Legislature 


