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Defend Colorado’s Clean Air From Fracking! 
 

Speak Out: September 19, 2019, 9:00 AM, Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment in Denver 

 
 
	 	

	
	

In 2019, Colorado lawmakers passed Senate Bill 181, which directed state agencies to put public health, 
safety, and the environment first when it comes to regulating the oil and gas industry. Among other 
things, the law directed the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment to adopt new rules 
to limit toxic air pollution from fracking. 
 
WildEarth Guardians and allies have called on the Department to adopt bold new rules to fully safeguard 
clean air and public health from fracking. We’ve also called for a timeout on new fracking. 
 
However, we need you to stand with us to ensure the Department of Public Health and Environment 
follows through with protecting Coloradans and Colorado communities from the oil and gas industry’s 
air pollution. More importantly, we need you to stand with us to demand a timeout! 
 
Especially as Colorado air regulators continue to let public health and the environment take a backseat 
to the oil and gas industry, your voice is critical. 
 
On September 19, 2019, the Colorado Air Quality Control Commission is holding its monthly meeting. At 
that time, the Department’s Air Pollution Control Division intends to request the Commission start a 
process to adopt new rules to rein in the oil and gas industry’s air pollution and start meeting SB 181. 
This meeting presents an opportunity to SUPPORT the Department of Public Health and Environment’s 
efforts to adopt new rules, but also to convey that we expect bolder, swifter, and more aggressive 
action to slash toxic emissions and put health, safety, and the environment first. 

 
What:  Colorado Air Quality Control Commission Meeting 
When: 9:00 AM, September 19, 2019 
Where: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 

Sabin Room, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver 
 
The meeting starts at 9:00 AM. At around 10:30 AM, the Air Division will present its request for a 
rulemaking to the Commission. At that time, there will be an opportunity to provide comment to the Air 
Commission where we can both support the move to adopt new rules, as well as demand stronger 
safeguards. WildEarth Guardians and its allies, including Colorado Rising and 350 Colorado, will be 
providing comment and we strongly encourage others to comment as well! 

 
Most importantly, we need you to share your perspective with the Air Commission!  Here are 
some talking points to guide your comments: 
 
1. Thank you for the opportunity to comment today. My name is _______ (first and last name). I’m 

here on behalf of ______________ (myself/organization/community, etc.). 
 



	 	

2. I’m here today to support the Air Pollution Control Division’s request for a rulemaking. We need 
new rules to protect public health and rein in the oil and gas industry’s air pollution.  

 
• The proposed rules would close the 90-day loophole, which allows the oil and gas industry 

to submit air quality permit applications after constructing and fracking well sites. Getting 
rid of this loophole is paramount. 
 

• The proposed rules would also increase the level of emissions controls for oil and gas well 
sites. I support this. 

 
3. That said, the Division needs to go further to actually minimize oil and gas industry air pollution. 

While a step forward, the rules do not actually reduce overall emissions from industry. 
 

• The Division’s rules rely heavily on the use of flares to reduce emissions. Flaring is prohibited 
under state oil and gas law. The Division should take steps to prohibit flaring and require 
vapor recovery systems.  
 

• If vapor recovery systems cannot be utilized, the Division should not allow pollutant 
emitting activities. 

 
4. And the Division needs to adopt interim strategies to protect public health and safety while these 

proposed rules are under consideration.  
 

• We need a time-out on new fracking in the interim. While new rules are under 
consideration, the Division needs to exercise restraint around new permits. 

 
5. The Division needs to ensure pollution controls are installed as soon as possible at oil and gas 

fracking facilities.  
 

• Under the draft rules, the Division would allow industry to install controls after facilities 
have begun operation and only after they begin producing large amounts of oil and gas. 
 

• Pollution controls need to be installed the instant industry begins releasing pollution. 
 
6. We urge the Commission to maintain high expectations for this and future rulemakings to meet 

SB-181 and minimize emissions. 
 

• Reducing overall emissions from the oil and gas industry must be the ultimate goal of this 
and future rulemakings.  Overall, public health and safety has to come first. 
 

• Complying with federal health standards for ground-level ozone, the key ingredient of smog, 
must also be paramount. Even where ozone levels have not exceeded health standards, the 
Commission should ensure that emissions are controlled to prevent future violations. 

 
7. Finally, we urge the Commission to ensure equitability and inclusivity in the rulemaking process. 

 
• We strongly urge the Air Quality Control Commission to take steps to educate the public on 

the rulemaking process, to schedule hearings at times that are convenient to the working 
public, and to widely invite participation. 


